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there are common governmental institutions;
there’s a common currency. After the econ-
omy was completely destroyed, it’s been
growing at about 40 percent a year since
then. I realize it’s got a long way to go be-
cause it was at nothing. The shared institu-
tions have functioned in many ways. So I do
not believe that we have made no progress.
I think the biggest problem with the Dayton
agreement is we still have 1.2 million refu-
gees who haven’t come back. And the return
of refugees in areas where they are minorities
is still very slow.

But if you look at the leadership of Mr.
Dodik in the Republic of Srpska, for exam-
ple, I think he’s been quite a progressive,
cooperative person. I met with both Prime
Ministers today, as well as the three Presi-
dents.

So what I draw from watching what has
and what hasn’t happened since Dayton is
that we need more help to this whole in gov-
ernance, that is, what kind of legal changes
do you have to make to get people to put
their money in your country and put your
people to work? How do you fight, more ef-
fectively, crime?

But the crime problems in the Balkans—
you know, that we have organized crime all
over the world now—it’s not just here. So
it’s just really a question of do you have the
capacity to fight it. You shouldn’t feel that
there’s something wrong, intrinsically wrong
with your region because you have this orga-
nized crime problem. It’s everywhere in the
world. So the real issue is, do you have the
capacity to fight it? We have to build that.
So I think that’s important.

Now, in addition to that, the reason I’m
optimistic about the Stability Pact is that I
think that the experience of Kosovo, coming
after the experience of Bosnia, was very so-
bering for me and for the European leaders.
And I think we saw clearly that if we didn’t
want another Balkan war, we had not only
to take a strong stance against Mr. Milosevic
and against ethnic cleansing; we had to offer
a better future for all the people of the re-
gion. There had to be a way to bring people
together around a common economic and
political future within the region, and then
a way to bring the region closer together with

the rest of Europe and to keep us involved
in a positive way.

So that’s why I’m optimistic. I think that
all these people who came here today, I think
they understand that. I don’t think they’re
kidding. I think they really know that—well,
let me make one other point—backup, if I
might.

In 1993, when I became President, I real-
ized that we had fought two World Wars in
Europe; that we had had this long cold war
with communism in Europe; that before the
20th century, Europe for hundreds of years
had been afflicted by wars as people sought
advantage of land; and that for the first time
ever, we now had a chance to build a Europe
that was democratic everywhere, that was
drawing together in a common political and
economic union and that was at peace; and
the biggest threat were the religious and eth-
nic conflicts of the Balkans.

I think now, after all this work of the last
6 years, we now know that unless we build
a common economic future and a common
political future, we’re going to have—there
will someday be another Balkan war. And
that’s why I’m optimistic, because I think we
have learned our lessons, and I think we are
ready to make this common commitment.

One more. Yes, let him ask one more, and
then we’ve got to go.

Corruption in Southeast Europe
Q. With new power, we have new prob-

lem, corruption. Does the international com-
munity intend to fight against our corrup-
tion?

The President. Yes, but a lot of it is you
have to do it yourself, and we have to help
you fight against it because—and you see this
everywhere. Again, a lot of former socialist
states convert to democratic states and pri-
vatize property, but when we privatize—
when we have private property in America,
we also have strong economic institutions to
preserve the integrity of the economy, to
keep dishonesty out. We have strong, sophis-
ticated law enforcement institutions, and
even we still have problems. Everybody has
problems.

So, I think you should—you shouldn’t feel
that there’s something wrong with your coun-
try because this vulnerability is everywhere.
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And we have to—we will help you—we have
to help you fight corruption. But you
shouldn’t feel that there’s something really
badly wrong with you; you should just fight
it.

And one of the most important things is
a free press. Keep in mind, in any society,
most people are honest. In every society on
Earth, most people are honest. And in most
societies, the people who do turn to crime
don’t do it unless they have—they feel like
they have no other choice. That is, in any
society, there are only a small percentage of
people who deliberately decide to make
money illegally.

But this is a worldwide problem we face,
this corruption problem now. And if you will
fight it, we will help you. And the press has
got to be a major part of the battle.

Thank you.

NOTE: The roundtable began at 6 p.m. at Treca
Gimnazija (Third High School) on July 30 and
was taped for later broadcast. The transcript was
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on July 30 but was embargoed for release
until July 31. In his remarks, the President re-
ferred to indicted war criminals Radovan Karadzic
and Ratko Mladic; President Milo Djukanovic of
Montenegro; Prime Minister Milorad Dodik of
Republika Srpska; and Presidency Chairman
(Serb) Zivko Radisic, Presidency Member (Croat)
Ante Jelavic, and Presidency Member (Muslim)
Alija Izetbegovic of Bosnia-Herzegovina. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this discussion.

The President’s Radio Address
July 31, 1999

Good morning. More than a year and a
half ago, I asked Congress to pass a strong,
enforceable Patients’ Bill of Rights that en-
sures critical protections for Americans in
managed care, from the right to see a special-
ist if your doctor recommends it, to the right
to emergency room care whenever and wher-
ever you need it, to the right to keep your
doctor through a treatment—even if your
employer changes HMO coverage—to the
right to hold health plans accountable for
harmful decisions.

Now, according to a new survey out just
this week, physicians believe that when their

patients are denied services under managed
care, up to two-thirds of the time those deni-
als lead to serious declines in patients’ health.
Clearly, patients need protections. The bot-
tom line must never take precedence over
patients’ needs, and too often it does today.

Using my authority as President, I’ve al-
ready acted to make these rights real for 85
million Americans who get their health care
through Federal plans, from Medicare and
Medicaid to the Veterans Administration
health plan that serves millions of veterans
and their families. Evidence shows putting
in patients’ rights raised the cost of these
plans by only a dollar a month, so we know
these rights are affordable, as well as crucial.
Yet, until Congress acts, tens of millions of
Americans in managed care are still waiting
for the full protection of a Patients’ Bill of
Rights. Democrats in Congress have long
been pressing to pass a strong Patients’ Bill
of Rights that would cover all Americans in
all health care plans. And nearly every doc-
tors’ association, every nurses’ association,
every patients’ rights group in America—
over 200 of them—supports this approach.

The Republican leadership in Congress,
on the other hand, has long resisted, support-
ing instead a weak alternative that is a Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights in name only. It doesn’t
even cover 100 million Americans. Now, the
Senate barely passed such a weak bill over
the opposition of every single Democratic
Member and a couple of brave Republicans.
Hopefully, we can still make progress. Just
this week, several Republican House Mem-
bers, led by some who, themselves, are doc-
tors, forcefully raised their voices in support
of a strong, enforceable Patients’ Bill of
Rights. This is very good news, indeed. It
means there is a bipartisan consensus emerg-
ing behind a bill that would give all Ameri-
cans the health protections they need. This
bill should be debated and voted on this com-
ing week, before Congress adjourns for the
summer. If that happens, I believe the bill
would pass, and the American people would
benefit.

Unfortunately, House Republican leaders,
who earlier this week said they would sched-
ule a vote on the Patients’ Bill of Rights this
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month, yesterday began backing away from
that commitment when it became clear that
a real Patients’ Bill of Rights might well pass.
This is very disappointing, and I call on them
to reconsider. If the House is brave enough
to protect the American people over the in-
tense lobbying of the health insurance com-
panies, the Republican leadership shouldn’t
stand in their way. The American people sent
us to Washington to get work done, and Con-
gress shouldn’t go on summer vacation with-
out voting on the Patients’ Bill of Rights.

Protecting patients’ rights shouldn’t be a
political issue; after all, no one asks us what
our party affiliation is when we show up at
the emergency room or the doctor’s office.
And in fact, this isn’t a partisan issue any-
where else in America. It shouldn’t be in
Washington, DC. Let’s make this summer a
season of progress for all Americans. Let’s
hold an open and fair debate and pass a real
Patients’ Bill of Rights that will truly
strengthen our health care system, strength-
en our families, and strengthen our Nation
for the 21st century.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approximately
10 p.m. on July 30 aboard Air Force One at Aviano
Air Force Base, Italy, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m.
on July 31. The transcript was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary on July 30 but
was embargoed for release until the broadcast.

Radio Remarks on Farm Aid
July 31, 1999

As America’s farmers look ahead to this
year’s harvest, what should be a time of re-
ward and satisfaction is instead becoming a
time of disappointment and for some, for too
many, a time of ruin.

From dropping crop prices to diminishing
foreign markets to devastating droughts in
some parts of the country, many of our farm-
ers and ranchers are facing the worst crisis
in a decade. My administration has done
what we can to ease this crisis, from increas-
ing our food purchases for humanitarian aid
around the world, to speeding up farm pro-
gram payments, to ensuring $6 billion in
emergency aid last year to help farmers in

need. To really help our farmers and ranch-
ers, we have to fix the underlying problem.

Let’s just face it: the 1996 farm bill simply
does not do enough to help our farmers and
ranchers cope in hard times. It doesn’t give
me or the United States Department of Agri-
culture the tools we need to help farmers
and ranchers thrive over the long term—
from providing critical income assistance to
farmers who need it most in bad years, to
making it easier for farmers to buy crop in-
surance and improving our crop insurance
program, to continuing our efforts to expand
markets abroad and ensure fair practices
here at home. That’s the right way to help
our farmers and ranchers over the long term.

I am committed to working with Congress
to provide the resources to help our farmers
and ranchers by dealing with today’s crisis
and by fixing the farm bill for the future.
We must do so in a way that maintains the
fiscal discipline that has created our prosper-
ity and that now makes it possible for us to
save Social Security, to strengthen and mod-
ernize Medicare with a prescription drug
benefit, and to pay off our national debt,
guaranteeing our long-term financial pros-
perity. These things are good for America’s
farming and ranching families, too, and
they’re good for all Americans.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approximately
10 p.m. on July 30 aboard Air Force One at Aviano
Air Force Base, Italy, for later broadcast. This
transcript was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on July 31. The President’s re-
marks were made available on the White House
Press Office Radio Actuality Line. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks on the Antidrug Initiative
August 2, 1999

The President. Thank you so much. Andy,
you might consider politics when you get out
of skateboarding. [Laughter] You have to fall
down a lot. It’s about as dangerous. And we
could use you. I thought he did a terrific job.
Let’s give him another hand. [Applause]
Thank you.

General McCaffrey, thank you so much,
and all your team, for the wonderful job you
do. I met General McCaffrey when he was
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still in uniform, and I decided he could do
just about anything he put his mind to, and
I think he’s just about proved it. I think he
and the whole team, all of them who are
here, have done a wonderful job. I’m grateful
to them.

Jim Burke, thank you so much—you and
the Partnership for a Drug-Free America, for
everything you have done, and for the inspi-
ration and the urging you have given to me
these last 61⁄2 years. Thank you, Peggy
Conlon and the Ad Council for all you have
done to make this media campaign a success.
And I want to thank Senator Specter and
Congressman Levin and Congressman
Cummings for being here, because the Con-
gress has been a critical part of this.

Let me say, before I get into my brief re-
marks and we watch the ads, which is why
we all came here—because this is my first
opportunity to meet with the media today,
I want to say a word about this heat wave
that is going on in our country that now has
claimed at least 190 lives and caused great
hardship, especially for a lot of our farmers
and ranchers.

Farm Aid
Our Secretary of Agriculture, Dan Glick-

man, today issued an emergency declaration
for all of West Virginia and for counties in
surrounding States which will give family
farm operators eligibility for low-interest
emergency loans. We’re also working with
local governments and private agencies to
help farmers get water and hay to keep their
livestock alive. It’s literally a problem for
them to keep their livelihoods alive. I’m also
committed to working with this Congress to
provide the resources to help our farmers
and ranchers to deal with the crisis today and
by fixing the farm bill for the future.

To others, especially our elderly who are
very vulnerable in this heat, we have pro-
vided $100 million to pay for air-conditioning
and fans, and I expect we will be doing more
things in the days ahead.

Antidrug Initiative
Now, let me talk a little bit about this

whole antidrug effort, and let me begin with
something that has not yet been mentioned.
We owe a profound debt to the men and

women who are engaged in this struggle for
our children’s lives and future. All those who
are here today or their groups have been
mentioned. I also want to say a special word
of appreciation to the young people who are
here who remind us what this campaign is
all about. And there are a lot of young people
here today, and I want to thank all of them
for being here.

I’d also like to say that we should not let
this moment go by without acknowledging
the enormous courage of a lot of our men
and women in various Federal services and
the Armed Services who are working to pre-
vent drugs from coming here in the first
place.

Last week we mourned the loss of five U.S.
Army personnel who died with their Colom-
bian colleagues when their antidrug recon-
naissance plane crashed in the Andes. They
perished far from home, but in a very real
sense they gave their lives to protect our fam-
ilies, our neighborhoods, our Nation, indeed,
our national security. We honor their com-
mitment. We remember their sacrifice. And
I’m sure all of us will join in a pledge to
continue their work.

I also want to say that as much work as
still remains to be done, I’d like to take a
moment just to celebrate the work that all
of you have done. When we were out there
running for office in 1992, the Vice President
had this hilarious rap about everything that
should be up was down, and everything that
should be down was up, and everything was
all mixed up. And it is true. And one of the
sad things that was up was drug use.

All of you, I suppose, have heard me say
this, but I have had personal experience with
the devastation drugs can bring to families.
I know they can bring death, and, as I saw
in my own family with my brother, they can
also destroy lives. I also saw that they are
not fatal if you survive them, that you can
come back. For all of you who deal with drug
treatment and who help young people over-
come their problems, I am personally, pro-
foundly grateful.

Since I’ve been here, I’ve done what I
could to work with people who were commit-
ted to turning our children away from drugs
and saving more families from going through
what my family did. And again I say,
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